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AIR QUALITY
(Further Guidelines and Criteria, LWVUS Impact on Issues, 2006-2008, p. 48)

Over the years, the League has lobbied the New York State Legislature to bring New York’s laws and
regulations into compliance with federal laws. The League was directly involved with defeating the
first proposed New York Clean Air Compliance Act (NYCACA); also know as the NY Dirty Air Bill,
and the successful passage of the final NYCACA. This brought the state into compliance with the
1990 Amendments to the Clean Air Act (CAAA). However, each year until 2015 regulatory changes
will have to be put in place; and League members will have a role to play guaranteeing their timely
implementation. The federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will also be releasing rulings on
environment standards that New York will need to adopt in a timely fashion. In 1997, the emphasis
was on limiting smokestack emissions to reduce ground level ozone and reduction in the size of
particles that could be trapped in the lungs. The League and others also argued that southern and
midwestern states should not be excluded from the CAAA, as pollution knows no boundaries.

For discussion of clean indoor air, see the Health Care section of this document.

Over several legislative sessions, the League has actively lobbied for burn barrel legislation, which
would ban outdoor burning of substances such as leaves, tires, and other toxic materials. This
legislation passes the Assembly, but has been stalled in the state Senate.

League participated in the development of state air regulations and the State Implementation Plan
(SIP); and members served on the Air Toxics Task Force as one of only two environmental groups.
The League will continue to give written and oral testimony as needed to protect air quality.





