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INDIRECT INITIATIVE 
 
The LWVNYS does not have a position on indirect initiative. 
 
The position supporting indirect initiative, adopted June 1978 by the state board, was dropped in 1985 
by delegates to the state convention.  At the time the position was adopted, the League believed the 
initiative to be a much-needed system by which citizens could initiate and pass legislation.  Over the 
years, as the League observed the evolution of this system in other states, it concluded that what had 
once been a public benefit was fast becoming a benefit to well-funded special interest groups which 
had the power to affect the outcome of initiated proposals. 
 
For Further Reference: 
 

A Guide to New York State Government, LWVNYS, 1994.  Published by and available directly 
from the state League or the publisher: Policy Studies Association, PO Box 337, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY  10520. 
 
 




