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The League recognizes that charter schools represent an educational experiment whose
efficacy has never received appropriate validation. Moreover, areview of the
performance of chartersin New Y ork State indicates that, while some do an excellent job
of educating children, others are less successful than the most substandard traditional
public schools. Therefore, The League supports public funding of academic research into
the characteristics of charters that lead to student academic success.

Authority to grant, oversee, renew and revoke charters, other than those granted in public
school conversions, should be vested in asingle entity. Charters should be subject to
more stringent oversight of charter compliance in the renewal/revocation of process, with
greater emphasis on positive educational outcomes.

The League supports measuresto limit the negative financial impact of charter schools
on their home districts, including: transition assistance; home district payment to charters
based on the same standard used to pay operating aid to school districts (While the

L eague supports enrollment as the appropriate measure, it believes the measure should be
identical for both charters and traditional public schools.); separate levels of
reimbursement for elementary and secondary education to charter schools based on what
the home districts spend for the level of schooling provided; limitation of the percentage
of aschool district’s budget that could be paid to charter schools. The League is opposed
to State provision of capital construction and renovation services and reimbursement of
capital expenditures for charter schools.

The League supports limitation of the number of chartersissued in New York State. Asa
general matter, it believes that the number of charter schools should not be increased
without prior successful implementation of the improvements outlined in this position. In
lieu of amendment of the Charter School Act to increase the total number of charters that
could be granted, it supports retention of the current total (100) with amendment of the
Charter School Act so that a charter could be reissued if a charter school ceased to
function for any reason. Any increase in the cap on charter schools should be tied to
amendment of the Charter School Act so that charters are required to prove positive
educational outcomes for all children (disaggregated by special needs) exceeding thosein
traditional public schools as a precondition for charter renewal. To more accurately
measure student outcomes in charters and to compare them to those in traditional public
schools, the League supports public funding to measure educational growth in individual
students as they progress from grade to grade in charter schools (a value added

approach).






